Lesson 81. Sanskrit Proverbs &IehIthd:

Lokoktaya-s are different from the Nyaya-s in that a whole sentence is used to
convey an idea and not just a couple of words. These proverbs are picked from
subhashitas, poems, dramas..... the field is completely open. If the proverb is
understood in the correct context, they can be used very artistically. For example,
if your kid is giving you a tough time about taking Sanskrit lessons and you'd like
him to begin, throw in the first proverb after your lecture for good measure!
Some of these proverbs are explained in Hindi also. Also don't be surprised if two
proverbs teach two completely opposite ideas. English does that too- Too many
cooks spoil the broth vs. Many hands make light work!

NN o ha ST

1. 3NTE3 daAiST GgH A IT53id |
A non-flying eagle does not move forward a single step.

2. TgHTEA g % g fh AW dewd, |
Tig H | g0 R ARAT &1 F1 RATE ?
Can killing one who is asleep on someone's lap constitute bravery?
3. IAFW: FAQHTAA Afcscd = G |
ST Tl A i T The A& &l |
Coal does not loose its dirt (does not become white) even it were to be
washed a hundred times. (People do not give up their intrinsic natures.)

4. ﬁ‘ . o . o o l

The virtuous make good their promise.

5. AAIREATETRN Hrddv THAGAIRY Hald |
Familiarity breeds contempt.

6. Sy &dl ST |
Pride goeth before a fall.



7. i a5 9e1dd |
fopedt i e i efd Tga g a2

Excess in all matters is to be avoided.

8. e qzTs! |

Over-affection is apt to suspect evil.
9. U qidd afe: FEIHATRIET |
-5 = firee W 1t @ e el S |

If fire were not to receive fuel (if fire were to 'fall' in a place where there is
no grass) it would extinguish by itself.

10.37feeRe] A 319 |
TaT STfereR &1 I & 8T |
The more the merrier/ more is better.

11.37ATE Y I LT IHT FUIQl A 1 7IL: |
A bird in hand is better than two in the bush.

12,371 TR, A-I=aXu] ST |
There is no alternative.

13. 371 geaeay: I R FUT T |
When it is time to die, what can even Dhanvantari do?

14, TG = 92 T<HT ST 9 g |
TR R T 1 Fael AN G a1, il & Giaehes 9 BSd £ |
It is difficult to find a speaker and a listener in matters relating to that which
is beneficial and difficult to digest.



15.3RITET A ot T hfa: |
Rl <11 1 SR Fld @A T T8 - Y & & 4 T € |
The constant study of something involves its absorption and then becomes
a man's second nature.

16.STTERT STl o, T&aT TR = HUTd g |

IS TN SHdhd T |
An empty vessel makes much noise.

17, 3Teq= g |
A little knowledge is a dangerous thing.

18.TTZIHT vIhed Ficd FHRIAH |

As you sow, so shall you reap.

19, THATRIATE TS TIEL: |
AAIRA g AT SFT i HEE=l & 3 ST A1 |
Favour received from people whose hearts are not in the right place, is
dangerous.

20, ITHRUSHAISTY =1 fosareda v |
ferelt 61 1S ST 7R o ¥ & gl |
Even when submerged in water upto its neck, the dogs still licks with its
tongue. (A habit lasts a lifetime.)

21. TR &M RO |

The command of elderly persons should not be called in question.

22, G Tl AR |



TEIEE | FIH el s & |
There are no rules to be followed in bad times.
~ N O ~ ~
23. AU AT gHE IEA8Id 9 died: |
SR, e 2T TR & G0d S @19 < 98 g1 aed 2 |
In illness, bad times and famine, he who sticks by one is the true friend

24. 9 9+ &I |

One should save for a rainy day.

25.  3Mfe TR o0 I Ui @ 2 |
T % T T ghg w1 < IE R SGaT FE TR |

Whose intelligence is sparked into life in difficult times, he is the courageous
one.

26 o . S . ]% S N
Coming events cast their shadow before.
27. AR HErEY: Fwad R faemd |
Trg, a9 =M &, F9E E©d I9F |

Even though serpents coil around the sandalwood tree, it can never be
poisoned.

28. BN HFER 9 Thase: @l Wad |
AER TN FFER H TG = TGS & Tl £ |

He who is unhindered in matters relating to food and to behaviour is a happy
man.

29. i Yol «S: |

Caught between the Devil and the deep blue sea.



30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

FeaISTY St AT T SR IOt |
Self praise is no recommendation.

AN TG Frahdl |
IR TE o fo5dl Al AR HER & 39 FH & |
To the generous, the whole world is his family.

[ e aN o N\

3fed & Gedl 7 @A A = : |

T4 % 39 &1 A W A 7 ST Fegd1 & ST |

When the thousand-rayed sun rises, neither the firefly nor the moon can
make their presence felt.

N e [N A
SR geariEgdfd Se: |

Diligence is mother of good luck.

~ (oA N
SYRN: HGYRNUT (A |
One good turn deserves another.

NN e ¢

S92 & F@IOT JeRI9 = 2T |

< ha¥ ha = D
T JUSHN GRS & eF I5d £ |
Advice only serves to further instigate fools, not to quieten them.

IUT Fa=ad SIst: de *1919" Fedad, |
JrEAT ST 1 =T (6 s ST G + q-E-91 IT A0 G W G S
|

The wise ought to think of not only a solution but everything that is related
to it to ensure its success.

I &l TTHW: 3N FEOHS F |



38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

G Al TR & ol T1 ST 29N 3T TR SUST &1 I Al &1 FIST FL M |

Coal when hot, burns the hand and when cold, blackens it.

e (& [Ha1gIST 229d A g qivE: |
It takes two to argue or one swallow does not a summer make.

T foRe el (dvyarthakari) IRTeT
To kill two birds with one stone.

FUShHd FUSHY FAET (R foRmrneaear <99 |
Tit for tat.
$E: g qUAI: |

Dependence is indeed painful.

FIRISTY A 6 Fod T TG |

YT 9 Hi &1 W T |

Does not the crow too use its beak to fill its stomach?
RIS FIEH I |

A H M SEI B B |

The passage of time is indeed not straight.

IS TG GHNE: | THied iad: |
I T T TG T Al e S RS T |

Disciplines adopted at the correct time come with their desired fruits

attached.

TS ot T FTHHTS TgAISHY fhe ?



46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

THT G AT T o ST ot 984 &, o1 H <afer W S |
Help provided at the right time, even if little is a great thing. How useless is
receiving great help at an inappropraiate time!

fob fHETe! ECEERUOT |

Tt IR G 1 FroTE Raws @ F1 S0 2 9 3 & ITR1 9 a9 S TSl WO
I

What is the purpose of feeding sweets to donkeys and pigs ?

Tkl TTRIHTHT &4 T3 9gaT: |
bl % B Bl GITeT HERL R &9 T T € |

The fragrance of the Ketaki blossom attracts bees effortlessly.

i AT S TG Fal Hiel ?
FiF AT & A Fd T FA S ?
Who knows what the Lord intends to do and in what manner.

AN NN o

1 < ATl 721 Sk G YU gRa: |
Wealth is a great attraction or Friends are plenty when the purse is full.

TS TETHTSTT T3 92 |
8 BT 3N & BIE-G-BIE FY RN WS £ |
The wicked see every fault in others even if they are small as mustard seeds.

e < . . o
@5: B gI1 - Kodld 9y |

g8 SN U HIH Fd & (ohe] SO TSl T FEA1 2 |
The wicked perform evil deeds and the effect is upon good souls.

N_O oo

TUSEIR T9IERT 9I=T |



53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

A pimple has grown upon a bail, i.e., this is another evil to add to the first.

T Jia AT |
It is no use crying over spilt milk or Let bygone be bygone.

Id: FIS! A TE |
Time once past cannot be recalled.

TOT: TR 0T A < o5 = s |
TIOTET 3 707 % & FL Bl 8, Ik TS AN Il IH H -l |

The good qualities in the great souls must be admired, not their age and not
the external factors that mark them.

FAHTA FHlche] Ao HAITTT: |
When in Rome, do as the Romans do. (People should act according to their
circumstances.)

TS Seg T FHRT: T e |
Every drop of water makes a mighty ocean. ( The sequential falling of little
drops of water fill the pot)

ST e e |
MY T | B 3 908 & S & |

A friend is recognized in times of difficulties.

I dqd & Al o 71 9 de |

That is sweet to which one is attracted to.

el ST i g |



61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

TFT % A W L& 151 Ak M ST W H3AT WG 1 IUH L1 & ol 9 Td

&l af Tl FE ?

The thirsty fool digs a well at the banks of the Ganga.
dotEt & 9 39 e |

dTeadl &l I8 el gl Sl |

The enlightened ones are not recognized by their years.
T A 6 fegUs i e |

gelied % qua W 59 & Se =ik |

Courage should not be forsaken at difficult times.
TAMAAISELT it F=I21 FETed: |

HidT U= T« ST S T4 = g |

Ravana carried away Sita and the Great Ocean was bound instead!

AN~

RIS & AT arad: Foaddr. |
T G FEA o T HleT &9 T T |

Even if the crow were to be bathed in milk, it would never become a swan.

g9 TR WIS A1 SISl |

79 1 3 &1 FIgl ‘U 1 AR 1 S AN & | i el 1 il Fd GHg B

S IRUTH I &l | |
The cat sees the milk and not the punishment rendered with a stick.

gaXl I SR A & 2 |

STEl TS S I & Fal g4 @Al & B2 |
Where speakers congregate, one would do best to be silent.



67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

FUEAT: T T |
Distance lends enchantment to the view.

A HEE Fid ST IR O &l |

H14 % 5T AU i I{ar I AT |

It is not advisable to lose gems for the sake of glass.

A FIE J<h TS ateel I8 |

While the grass grows the horse starves. (It is not correct to dig a well when
one's house is being ravaged by fire.)

AR SIS S Swsrad T |

&SN dR, T8 NS Fi <1 &1 g |iael T ol TegHT o FROTE & 2 |

There may be many a star and planet but the moonlit night owes itself to the
one moon.

A TfdeTTETHR | |

HeTRliosdl § T2 784 His 918 T &l § |

There is no greater means to achieving one's goal than endurance.
A gy a9 T |

o % foe § S a1 et 7 e S |

Age does not determine the one who is established well in Dharma.

r\r\r\(l‘\\

91T HRIAIRIASTAET FTHTEH |

I &SI T T A0 Wt 2T e |
The great ones' natures do not change even at the time of death.



74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

81.

A e Waae T Fiei~ o |
Where the cat is away the mice will play.

= W greth TS St |

TS ST YT 91 E &l G5 |

Good people do not go back on their word.
A f2 e Seegf: |

AFATE % S FB-4-38 TUAR &1 2 |
Gossip has some base.

[N N aN

A RreaTeRITTe TRt TTeaid i |

o N D e . N N e et QA
g JeHI s TRl deéﬂﬂqmﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂm |9 S FEd & Il A1 & |
Fate cannot transcend the words of the enlightened ones.

=1 GAUT A qTEE F e S |

i< H Il ATt T2 &ldl fSTael o Hid | FATd 44 ST 9gd ShaE FLd & |
Gold does not make as much a noise as brass does.

1 TR Teasm: TSRS FI: & |
TECHT T ST T &1t Tt el o 1 aielt =18 el |

An elephant, even if caged, does not touch the waters of a small pool.

af& g€ g:@f &d |
No pains no gains.

A & goe Ries g6 - |

| 70 g & @ | ST9-319 T97 781 G ST, S 050 I8 T FEAT Tl § |
The deer do not enter a sleeping lion's mouth.



82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

ARRSEHTERN 229+ & 9raa: |

T SFT RIS T T S FR fohed Tl TS & & |
Good souls are like the coconut....hard on the outside but gentle within.

e T T e It |
IS FHgH STHT S W &l UBST FigH IS == |

Without checking where the next step should be placed, the previous one
should not be moved.

o [aNE aN :pa_l_qf\o \_lf%q\?

Every cock fights best on its own dung hill.

o LN b

e 231 WURISY ZHT |

The castor plant stands as a tree in a place that is treeless.

N [N = ~ I aN
Q& & Y TeTd: §1g: 9did {41 |
Slander hurts the slanderer.
N aN < QA0 N
9e f& Gas IOITeeEd |
Merits command notice or attention everywhere.
. o PN N <
99: 9T YSTRTAT hdd [FHIYH |
Snake’s venom increases by drinking milk.
< ha¥ ~ o
RERISEE RS SEARIE

@iel JaTe st R |
The mountain was dug and a mouse emerged.

qUT 9T &7 e Frehed TTAL: i |



91.

92.

93.

94.

95.

96.

97.

98.

A burnt child dreads the fire. ( a child, whose hand has been burnt by hot
milk, blows at the buttermilk to cool it.)

RIS, TR GUEHaRIH ad |
Prevention is better than cure.

o . ]% o c\q o . Wfﬁq[ :fﬁ o % C a ﬂ |
East or west home is the best.
YRS A GRS |
I AT AT TRT 6 1 1 U Fh &1 Bied & |
Great souls do not abandon work that they have started.
RrETRIET- T Jedied HIFET: |
o T i € & W e S T € |
Sweet words make all people happy.
IRl SERIIArIgET @ gidd: |
Out of the frying pan into the fire.
ddid Gl od F=gRT: fh fondam 2
Y % S &l T aeg-awad Il fSRThe @hd & ?
When one's destiny is strong what can friends and relatives do?

T T a7 i fereios: Srean Ipon spui At 7 af fewgor: |
The mighty knows what might is and not the weak.
TSI HASHIEEST |

5 F T3 & el B 2 |

The Lord's desire surpasses all.



99.

100.

101.

102.

103.

104.

105.

106.

T SR |
Much ado about nothing.

ST e TS |
Crying is the only strength of a child.

Jheaed 9 O |
o T g 8, S F TH TS T |
He who has intelligence, is strong.

o o o o

ferd =1 STl FRfq.

@ F 3 Fel G |

The hungry are not aware of anything else.
PIRa: [ = FAfa 9o ?

Tl Fl1 & Ll ?
Will not the hungry commit a crime?

o ¢ .

TATATHRT! A 5T A G FleEE: fTagRT: |

T ST SATELT & @ ST I HIEH &l el 9id |
The hungry cannot eat grammar nd the thirsty cannot drink the nectar of
poetry.

ga%\[fg ha¥ N :[ﬂ ¥ oL o |
Good men prove their usefulness by deeds, not by words.
efed THTENE: FAFTA: |

Tl Y BEHL U Tl T S & |



Fruit laden trees bend low. (Great souls are humble.)

107. WideAdt ST Wafed €99 |

EIFEN S & &id % 91d|

For those who are optimistic, doors open everywhere.

108. RrErfE o |
AR F 1T - ST AT il ST - ST 6 &l ¢ |
People have different tastes.
109. YIS fé<h: THE1 a7 FFagel T |
TR U5 & Eie T 9 &1 981 T 37 st 98 & |
Even if nourished by milk and ghee, the Neem tree does not become sweet.
(The fruit and the leaves of the tree are bitter.)
110. 7y fauid MEN T TToEs |9 |
@ H T a1 | g4 |
Sweetness on his tongue, but his heart is filled with poison. (Good on the
outside and wicked within.)
111. H T AT FROT SN |
T % TR ST HIE F RO AAE & |
The mind alone is the reason for man's bondage or liberation.
o o N _~_ ¢ N e
112. HAM 9 GRS FISYTH H RG: ?
T % G2 & T I 91 S Rl foree 2

When the mind is content, who is rich and who poor?

113. AJHT: TESTRNST: |



TH S T A AR |

Men make mistakes.

114, HANSAESTHUERR |
Building castles in the air.
115, ARGISSHTRAERNT: T [T med STl 20 Teel: 2l FHeell T: FAdSEH |
Slow and steady wins the race.
116.

A o aal Srasfy weiem: |

gt i (g ages & e o Twel T E |

Even Brahma cannot convert an evil person's mind

117. &I 991 ITd: @ 9ee: |

Do what the great men do.

118. HIASEH dd FHIGHRIA! a1 7Y SIJuT: |
T A SR | TN FHE S IO ET A E |
Mother Lakshmi, With Your favour, even faults become merits!
119. T = @R 9 941 & aIAaT |
FH TS AN AR A5 — Tl A 1 I8 FA & |

Expertise in speaking constitutes speaking little and speaking that which has
significance.

120. 9: H: EEAGESTe |

Birds of the same feather flock together.

121. I3 9N A fau=d a3 & nferes: |

Where there is peace at home, there is no need of a judge.



122.

123.

124.

125.

126.

127.

128.

(Where there are no thieves there is no need of policemen.)

JYTHRIS e |
Adapt your conduct to circumstances.

YT AT ®AH |
As the tree, so the fruit.

TG A1 eI TTeglosiad awATrTg %: &7 : |
ferfereR o5 1 HeA &N |

Who has the capacity to erase what Lord Brahma has written upon his
forehead?

f\ﬂ‘_g A o . ﬂ. ﬂ |
o ca N b o NI b LN ha¥ o
Y 12 FE $i 8, Fheg TR TS IGF [0 § 8 ol S & el ey |

Though the action may be pure, if it does not have the permission of the
people, it must not be done and must not be followed.

g e 36s: € 1 |
TE 9 &, Sl R E |
He alone is a man who works.
= . < Y
! ek €F1 Aldg IPNEd |
Two of the traders seldom agree.
(A beggar, when he sees another one, growls like a dog.)

AR FHTH dE2N JEd 9 |
ST g 9 7 |
As the thread, so the cloth.



129. A [T URIST: |

The youth is apt to forget.

130. I TTSifed GEHESIHERT aufec HdTEAT: |
Barking dogs seldom bite.
(Thundering clouds do not shower.)

131. 91 AFAq: TAld [hH= == 2

S Tfers $TE W AR & 98 AR €1 8, sod ened A a8 2

He who climbs extremely high, falls. What is surprising about this?
132. 1 JgUd sl Sd QIS ThSH. |

As you sow, so shall you reap.

133. Bl ocd AYiddl a1 Eaudd a9 |
Man is the architect of his own fortune.

134, INY GSHALHY |
SN & T gUEal B L E |

Greed is the source of destruction.

135. TEETH JARRSA Th S d T |
o5l TET TN & TTaf ST TS TS 7S |
It is best to speak only where the intended fruit will be achieved.

136. T FUIA 7 41 AL JIAT T FHISIIAAT feil = Jrfaaaianar J) |
A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush.

137. IM: FHEMGR |



s | FE T3 HIH Flh (@ 2 |
Actions speak louder than words.

138. fqTgERNT 3 A fqeafd |

God helps those who help themselves.

139. THEFRI TEEH |

A wolf in lamb’s clothing.

140. {Is9TY iag Wad 3T a1 aaHa=sT |

S Y 3901 A Y 3 e qen e ea R ST ®
The Lord decides if it should be nectar or poison.

141, Toue fawsioam, |
CEEIkCIRCE AR
Poison is the remedy for poison.
142. TR 91 IrAE1 FFE 91 Qe |
Xy IR0

Do or die.

143, RIE RO gL AR |

LY N e

HU & T W Sk S &
The difficulty has arisen, but its solution is far off.

144, € Wafd gRET I& Jom fo=me |
TR o 3 Tl STk &1 SRedT 1 T9% & |
He who is thirsty for more, is poor.



145.

146.

147.

148.

149.

150.

151.

S ERIGAERERIGEERIGREIERE
A i1, T il g AlE e ATHA &1 df 36 Jd A1 |
Speak truth which is pleasant. Do not speak truth which is unpleasant.

TdY T g6 T 941 |

el & A HIITH A R |

Contentment alone is a man's greatest treasure.
< N ¥ aN

FEUIER | R TegH. |

O ¥ g3 ST ) o e e T | 1 ot ge-ford eue e i |
A full pot does not make sound. (The wise do not declare it.)

HeRl G T I qivea: |
Something is better than nothing.
When complete ruin is inevitable, the wise give up their endeavors half way.

C. ¢ e

HIHYA THAId

NN

T9 A € o9 5 g aa e |
Wealth makes all possible.
= o
G UM SRR |
A A H & TR S E |
All qualities take their refuge in gold. (Wealth can make anything possible.)
WESE | §:W TR Waae 3 g fadr g |

That in the control of others causes pain. That which is in one's own control
gives happiness.



152. §d: FI-qH AT TZI1 |
W ST U T FrgA & THIAE |
Each one loves himself the most.
153. §4: G4 < S |

WY F T FS & T |
Nobody knows everything.

154, HEY 9 & T GG A €14: |
fe @Y = H foame Fan & ai e & gog wwege =i |
If one were to dwell in one's house with a snake, death is certain.

155. @ 9gd A< I: &1 |
A friend in need is a friend indeed.

156. HEHUEEI WA |

It is easy to advise or read lectures to others.

157. THCRISIAE 6 I UMY HagagT |

319 <1 H TRt ¥t IOT R A <l &l |

The meritorious ones are truly not recognized in their own country.
158. &1 & T¥Iid 1T fgATiel atfel |

Alas! Those wonderful days are gone!

o . N o < =
159. Ted HARIR | g3H 94 |

HA Fgd1 ST E |
It is difficult to find words that are both pleasant and beneficial.



160. BqQl: 99l 89 J[c=hl: |

o9 Al AISE Al Tgd GraX &ldT &, fohed ST | W WR {39 @ E |

The exterior of the lake is pleasant but crocodiles lurk within.
3k 3k 3k sk ok sk sk k sk




